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The official newsletter of
The Fellowship of
Churches of Christ -

NEW FORMISSION COLLEGE
PRINCIPAL ANNOUNCED

We received the following
announcement from the
Chair of the ForMission
College Governing Board
yesterday and we are
delighted to be able to
share this good news with

f,.-’ you

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ

| am delighted to tell you that the interview panel of the Board of
ForMission College, with external representation from the Validating
University, have identified a suitable candidate for the post of
Principal and Accountable Officer. We have offered him the post
and he has accepted.

Chris Ducker will commence duties with the College on 1st
December, initially on a three-day a week (0.6 FTE) contract.

Chris comes to us with a wealth of appropriate experience in both
Christian Mission and Higher Education having been a missionary in
Moldova, the regional manager of an international mission
organisation, a lecturer in missiology and a senior manager at
Redcliffe College.

Please include Chris in your prayers as he prepares to take on the
challenge of leading ForMission College into the next phase of its
development in preparing God’s people for works of service.

Your servant for Christ Jesus’ sake
Rev Dr lain MacRobert

Chair of the Board
ForMission College
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THE LIFE OF FCC

FELLOWSHIP OF
. CHURCHES OF
CHRIST

A MOVEMENT OF THE PEOPLE OF GoD

Shaping Churches
Crossing Frontiers
Impacting Cultures

Click image to visit FCC website

Over the last few months, we have been talking to individual leaders
around our churches and the question often arises, “In the midst of Covid,
how is FCC doing?” There are many individual answers to that question
that flow from local congregational life but in terms of FCC nationally there
are two kinds of responses.

First, we seem to be growing. We hear encouraging words from many local
congregations who are being amazingly inventive in the midst of Covid.
Some congregations are running Alpha courses online. Others are seeing
baptisms. Many are involved in community ventures. Naturally there are
some congregations who are struggling, and we want to talk to
congregations who are finding life difficult.

There are more congregations who want to join FCC and we hope to be
able to present these new applications to the next Delegates conference.
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Second, the new structures are starting to operate. There is a chart below that illustrates the
new national life that allows us to operate as a Fellowship. The point about all of the new
Management Boards, the Strategic Board, the National Council, the Regional Ministers
group, the College Board, the Property Board and a new arrival - the Church Life Board, is
that they speak of participation. We estimate that around 50 people are involved in one way
or another in all of these structures and we are constantly searching for new names to be
involved. Through all of these processes we are beginning to discover the wonderful range
of gifted people that belong to our congregations.

Hopefully you will have visited our new website and you share the Connect newsletter with
as many as possible in your congregation. Post lock down we will be able to see more clearly
how God has been working in our midst.

Management boards Regions

Church -
Life Churches

| . IJ

Delegate Conference

| ..'I- y A

Property

College e X _ '
National Council
International .":'{f:.f_._ ' | : e
Mission e Strategic Board K
Staff

LIFE IN LOCKDOWN

Once again churches across the country regular congregations and of course the
face a period of lockdown. It is important inevitable fatigue and distress that
to note that the rules are different across accompanies this form of congregating.

the four nations of the United Kingdom.

Most FCC churches are located in England Over the next few weeks we will offer some
and so English congregations will need to suggestions about what you might be able
stop meeting for public worship at least to do, especially over the Christmas period,

until 2 December. What happens after that as we will highlight some stories of
is unknown at the moment. creativity and hope. In the meantime, Gavin

Calver who leads the Evangelical Alliance,

So, for many of us it will probably mean a which FCC belongs to, has raised some
return to online worship services which issues with the government. His open letter
presents both opportunities to reach those is reproduced on the next page.

outsides of our .


https://fcc-cio.org/

OPEN LETTER TO THE UK FAITH MINISTER

Gavin Calver raises concerns and
questions about the impact of the
lockdown on English churches.

Dear Lord Greenhalgh,

We would like to thank you for the regular
opportunities to meet with you throughout
this pandemic. We recognise the
importance of public health and the
difficult decisions faced by political leaders;
however, the Evangelical Alliance is
concerned that from Thursday, 5 November
churches in England will be prohibited
from all acts of collective worship, except
for funerals. Churches have worked
incredibly hard to meet safely and to
continue to serve their local communities.
The lack of prior consultation and evidence
of any concerns makes the decision very
difficult to understand. We ask the
Government to review this matter urgently.

The Evangelical Alliance is concerned that
churches across the UK find themselves
facing different restrictions. Churches in
England are closed for four weeks, while in
Wales they are closed during a ‘fire-break’.
Churches in Northern Ireland and Scotland
can open but with restrictions. The
evidence underpinning these decisions
seems to be the same across the UK and
yet different policy approaches have been
taken. The evidence base also seems to be
very limited, ignoring good practice in
countries such as Germany which has
introduced new restrictions while allowing
churches to remain open for worship.

The Evangelical Alliance is asking the
Westminster Government to:

* Recognise the work carried out to make
churches across the UK safe places in
which people have been able to gather
responsibly, including refraining from
congregational singing.

¢ Allow churches in England to continue to
hold marriage services, even with strict
limits on participation.

e Allow churches in England to hold outdoor
and drive-in services during this lockdown.
If it is considered safe and important to do
so for Remembrance Sunday, we believe it
can be done safely for public worship
services.

¢ Publish the data that has led to the
decision to ban in-person public worship in
England.

e Consult with church leaders about future
decisions and potential mitigations,
especially during the Christmas season.

e Work towards an approach that
recognises the importance of churches as
gathered worshipping communities
committed to serving their neighbours.

The Evangelical Alliance has called a UK day
of prayer on Friday, 13 November. We are
working with networks, denominations and
churches to bring people together to pray for
our country. The growing pandemic has
taken the lives of many people and cases are
increasing. Regardless of lockdowns, we have
the great privilege and freedom to be able to
call upon God, wherever we are, for healing
in our country. We will continue to pray for
all in leadership at this time, especially those
making decisions about the containment of
the virus, and for those working in health and
social care, those working on a vaccine, those
most at risk, and those suffering hardship
and distress.

The Evangelical Alliance will continue to
work with each of the governments across
the UK. The church will continue to worship
online, meet the needs of the most
vulnerable, and together make Jesus known.
The church is much more than a building
but gathering together is important. We
hope Westminster will reconsider the most
recent changes in England. We also hope the
UK day of prayer will provide the UK with a
reminder of the hope that Jesus Christ offers.
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JAY LUSTED PRESENTS VIRTUAL CAROLS
O VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS CARDLS A3
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ISAIAH 3:6

FOR SPORTS CLUBS & GYMS

WITH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM ACROSS THE WHOLE OF FHE 4K
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el SMATERIALS FROM THE COMMUNITY OF SPORT AND GHURGHS
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.......
.........

WWW.WME STM ASCAROLS.CO.UK

You may be wondering if you are able to run a Carol Service this year. It maybe
that you can utilise the resource offered by Sports Chaplaincy UK and HOPE
Together. These organisations are working together again this year to run Virtual
Carol services led by Jay Lusted, one of the Songs of Praise presenters. The theme
is Isaiah 9:6 - Jesus the ‘Prince of Peace’ with Dave Smith, creator of The Wellbeing
Journey and Senior Pastor at Kingsgate Church in Peterborough, as the preacher.
The full services will be streamed on YouTube on Tuesday 15th December at
7.30pm and Sunday 20th December at 6.00pm. You can also choose sections of
the service to use in your local events. Warren Evans from Sports Chaplaincy UK
explains the vision here; find out more at www.virtualchristmascarols.co.uk
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A THOUGHT ON "MULTICULTURAL CHURCHES"

Geoff Knott, who produces a newsletter
called Word on the Streets, offers this
thought:

“I was listening to a talk by a leader of a

multicultural church - no one group is more

than 80% of the congregation, has a

multicultural leadership, a culture of listening
to the other in humility, intent on reaching all
the cultures in the community, encouraging
pioneers from those cultures, not assuming

stereotypes or opinions. He felt that the

default for most of our churches was mono-

cultural. Does that really reflect the New
Testament church? He recommended

'Leading a Multicultural Church' by Malcolm
Patten as a starter. .. Please follow on Twitter

@wotsnet to get the latest.”

INTRODUCING:

CHURCH FOR ALL NATIONS INTERNATIONAL

FCC has three congregations in the
conurbation of Leicester. Disciples
Fellowship (DFMI) meets in the
former Salvation Army central hall
in the very centre of Leicester,
Church for All Nations International
meets a little to the north of the
central area and Central Avenue
meets to the south of the city in the
suburb of Wigston.

Church for All Nations International
came into being in 2009 under the
leadership of Pastor Mark
Pasimupindu and his wife Rose.

He has a very able team which
includes Catherine Marufu as the
Administrator. Since its creation,
the church has enjoyed the
presence of at least 18 different
nations, which includes six different
European nations, many African
nations and some who originate in
India. As the name suggests, it is a
gathering of many nations, cultures,
languages and traditions.

The Church rents space in one of

the City Council’'s community halls
which is a great amenity, but it has
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not been available to the church since
the original lockdown in the Spring.

In recent months, a number of people
from Wigston came into contact with
the church and after becoming
Christians, met as a house group in
the Wigston area.

Following a number of difficulties,
including lockdown, the numbers
meeting at the church in Central
Avenue declined over a period of time.
Through the connection offered
through FCC, Pastor Mark offered to
work with the group that remained at
Central Avenue.

In recent months, the Church has
been able to use the building at
Central Avenue for Sunday worship
while Pastor Mark has helped with the
original congregation to meet

CHURCH FOR ALL NATIONS INTERNATIONAL

OUR ONLINE SERVICES

STREAMING LIVE

WEDNESDAY LIFEGROUPS
6:30-8pm via Zoom

FRIDAY PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY
6-7:30pm via Zoom & Facebook

SUNDAY PRAYER @

10am via Zoom

SUNDAY SERVICE
~10:30am via Zoom & Facebook

Pastors Takawira and Catherine Marufu

on a Tuesday afternoon, which works
well for the smaller congregation.
This is a wonderful illustration of two
congregations working together at
this difficult time to help each other
within the bonds of FCC.

We cannot be sure what the future
holds, but the intention is to continue
to explore what co-operation in the
gospel will look like for these two
congregations. It is possible that
when lock down lifts and the Leicester
City Council property becomes
available again, that we will see a
single congregation under Mark's
leadership meeting in both places,
north and south of the city. Please
pray for Mark, Rose and Catherine and
these two churches as they share life
together.
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