
In these difficult days of the Covid 19 pandemic, it is difficult

to hold any kind of event and so the prospect of holding the

Connect Conference (the AGM for FCC) was a daunting

problem. In the end, we have agreed to hold the event in

two parts. The first part of the Connect event will be held as

a Zoom event and will cover the essential business to

enable us to function well as a charity. 

There have been some interesting issues to address – for

example, how to have confidential voting ballots on-line

during the conference.  We think we have found solutions

to the various issues and we will be running some trials in

the next few days to ensure that, to the best of our ability, 

 the systems are working. 

We still hope to be able to hold the second part as a live

event, meeting in person, sometime after Easter. That

second event will be more of a celebration – welcoming

new congregations into FCC, telling the stories that have

inspired us, meeting one another for the first time in many

months, and above all, experiencing joyful worship. 

Churches have selected their delegates for the Zoom event

in February and they will be receiving all the information

they need to enable the Connect Conference to operate

smoothly.
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https://jesus.net/


In our last edition of Connection, we said that
we would be talking more and more about
church planting in the coming year.  FCC is
committed to planting as many churches as
possible in the present and coming generation.  
From a practical point of view, we need to see
many more churches planted if FCC is to thrive
in the future but in fact, our real commitment
to church planting stems from our passion for
the Kingdom of God and seeing that expressed
in genuinely inter-cultural forms of church. 

Having made a commitment to church planting, it

is not so easy to implement.  Fortunately, we have

some highly gifted church planters in our midst. 

 We are also in a position to train church planters

for the future.  We have help from overseas,

particularly the United States, but still, our

resources are limited.

With that in mind, we are creating a key

partnership with an organisation called Engage

West Midlands.  The vision of this organisation is to

create a coalition across denominations that is

able to plant 1,000 churches over a 20-year period.  

Our partnership with Engage will mean that some

of those congregations will want to join FCC.

It’s obvious that in terms of church planting, we

can achieve much more by working together than

we can on our own.  But there is much more that

lies behind this vision than the practice of

coalition. 
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CHURCH PLANTING IN THE WEST MIDLANDS
There are two key factors that power the coalition.  

The FIRST relates to the vision of Greater Europe

Mission (GEM).  GEM is one of the largest American

mission agencies working in Europe today –

interestingly it has a British CEO.  GEM began just

after the Second World War because a number of

American servicemen saw the spiritual need of

Europe and wanted to help.  They had a strategy

with two strands.  They wanted to start Bible

Colleges in approximately 10 European nations to

train European leaders.  That strategy mostly

worked.  

The other element in their plan was to recruit

American church planters to work in Europe.  That

worked to some degree but after 50 years of

planting, GEM was forced to acknowledge that

there were some problems with this approach.  In

essence, there had been something of a

scattergun approach, with a little strategy in the

sending and insufficient connection with national

Christian leaders on the ground.  That re-

assessment led to a new strategic plan.  In the

future, GEM will concentrate its resources in a

small number of primary European cities and work

with local Christians to ensure strong local

partnerships.  That is the thinking behind Engage

West Midlands. GEM has invested in a Birmingham

based infrastructure and will be sending many

workers to this area.  They will work alongside UK

based church planters that we now need to recruit

and train. 



Where do you turn when people are asking great questions about Christianity and you are

not sure how to answer them?  The website Jesus.net has some great resources.  You might

even want to take some of your church members through some of these resources.  Have a

look at the site and see if you can use what is available.  Just Google Jesus.net and explore.
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The SECOND factor is the drive to work with many

other mission agencies to bring yet more workers

into the West Midlands.  Many of these additional

workers will come from Africa, Asia and South

America.  Because the West Midlands is so multi-

cultural in nature, it is essential that we draw on

the resources of the growing world-wide church. 

This is a great story from the West Midlands but

most of you that read this newsletter don’t live in

 the West Midlands so what has this to do with

you?  The good news is that the project in the West

Midlands is intended as a pilot.  The hope is that

this project will be replicable.  Why not Engage

Manchester, Engage Leicester, Engage

Bournemouth, Engage Glasgow, Engage North

East Scotland and so on… 

We would love to talk to those who are interested

in creating similar coalitions where you live.

Over the last few months

Martin Robinson has

been working closely

with the Anglican Bishop

of Ramsbury on a public

theology think tank. 

 Andrew is a very

innovative bishop – a

pastor, a poet and a

musician.  Here he shares a thought for the day about the Kingdom of God – he starts with a

story of something found in a skip and moves to think about treasure in a field.  Bishop Andrew

lives in Ramsbury House. Click on the picture (or here) and enjoy this brief message.

https://youtu.be/SJQYDuNIlL0
https://jesus.net/
https://jesus.net/
https://youtu.be/SJQYDuNIlL0


This is an issue that has worried many
congregations for a number of years.  Many
congregations have never registered as
charities with the Charity Commission.  In the
past, churches were exempt from the need to
register.  However, that exemption was due to
end soon.  Recently we have received the
following message from the Free Church
Federal Council which lets us know that the
exemption is likely to be extended until 31
March 2031.  Please read the message below if
this is an issue that impacts your congregation.

To:  FCG General Secretaries and Member
Church Contacts
 

Dear All
 
Please note that the Charities (Exception
from Registration) (Amendment)
Regulations 2021 were laid before
Parliament on 19 January 2021.
 

These regulations extend the temporary
exception from registration for specified
church charities from the requirement to
register with the Charity Commission from
2021 until 31 March 2031.

The Charity Commission will be in touch with
church representative bodies to design and
develop the voluntary registration
programme during 2021, and will publish
guidance on the programme when it is ready
to commence.

Best wishes,

Thandar Tun
Administrator - PA to Revd Meg Burton,
Secretary for Healthcare Chaplaincy & Revd
Bob Wilson, Secretary for Prison Chaplaincy
Free Churches Group|27 Tavistock Square,
London, WC1H 9HH| 020 3651
8338|thandar.tun@freechurches.org.uk |
www.freechurches.org.uk
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/55/contents/made


Biden’s agenda for his first 100 days shares many concerns championed by

evangelicals. What should evangelicals make of the new resident of the

White House?  Biden is a committed Roman Catholic and seems to

understand the language of faith.  Here is a brief perspective from a leading

evangelical in the USA.

President Joe Biden waits to sign his first executive order in the Oval Office
of the White House, Jan. 20, 2021, in Washington. As one of his first acts,
Biden offered a sweeping immigration overhaul that would provide a
path to U.S. citizenship for the estimated 11 million people who are in the
United States illegally. It would also codify provisions wiping out some of
President Donald Trump's signature hard-line policies, including trying to
end existing, protected legal status for many immigrants brought to the
U.S. as children and crackdowns on asylum rules.
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