
Joel Edwards Goes to
His Heavenly Reward

7 Conversations Your
Church Needs to Have
to Reach Young Adults

FCC has welcomed women into leadership roles as deacons,
elders and ministers since the 1950’s – that’s now 70 years ago. On
the ground it has taken time for women to take their place in the
role of senior minister and in our national leadership structures.
There are signs that this is beginning to change. We are seeing
more and more women emerging as leaders and that is
something that FCC welcomes and embraces. At the moment
there are vacancies for two co-options on the National Council.
We are also looking for people to serve on the Church Life Board,
the Property Board and the Strategic Board. If you know of gifted
women who would be willing to serve in these areas, please
communicate with Lynda Robinson. lynda.robinson@the-fcc.org

Women outnumber men in the church pews, often in serving
behind the scenes, in prayer, in faithful support and in so many
other ways. But, until recently women have not featured visibly in
the public ministry and leadership of the church. That past reality
is beginning to change! More than half of those who come
forward for ordination as ministers in many of the major
denominations are now women. Senior leadership roles in the
Church of England are increasingly being filled by women.  
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THE GATE OF HEAVEN EVANGELICAL CHURCH IN LONDON
የሰማይ ደጅ ወንጌላዊት ቤተክርስቲያን በለንደን

COVID RESTRICTIONS END IN ENGLAND
One of the outcomes for churches of the lifting of
Covid restrictions on 19 July 2021 means that there is
now no limit on the numbers of those who can meet
together for worship. We will not be required to
wear masks. We will be permitted to sing!

However, just because we can do something without
breaking the law, doesn’t mean that we should do
something. There is a need to be sensitive to the
needs of the vulnerable.  Proceed with caution is the
message. We would love to know what churches are
actually doing. Please let us know the approach your
church is taking. Send a brief message to Lynda
Robinson lynda.robinson@the-fcc.org 

7 CONVERSATIONS YOUR CHURCH NEEDS TO HAVE TO
REACH YOUNG ADULTS

A suite of resources to help your church reach, engage and disciple
20s and 30s.

Welcome to 7 Conversations, a suite of interactive,
integrated resources for leaders in local settings seeking to
understand young adults and bring them into a rock-solid

relationship with Jesus. Each conversation is connected to a
room of a house, because these spaces help illustrate the

journey you will go on with young adults. Scroll down and get
stuck into the 7 Conversations guide, accompanying blog

series, short films and virtual environment, and start
preparing for this journey today.

Dig deeper 
Explore our 7 Conversations blogs

Explore the rooms of the 7 Conversations home
https://www.eauk.org/assets/files/downloads/7-

conversations.pdf
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Some of you will already know through social
media that Joel Edwards died recently as a result
of a long battle with prostrate cancer. Joel was a
relatively young man and had contributed a great
deal to the public impact of evangelical churches
through his work as the CEO of the Evangelical
Alliance. Joel has been a good friend to FCC and
personally to many of our leaders. 
Because he knew for some time that he was not
likely to win the battle with cancer he prepared
the following message which we share with you
as a message of hope and encouragement.
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JOEL EDWARDS GOES TO HIS HEAVENLY REWARD

For a longer tribute to Joel with a full article on his life and work see the article in Christianity 
 Today which you can access through this link:

https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2021/july/died-joel-edwards-evangelical-association-
united-kingdom.html

Over the last year, FCC has changed its structures so that we can better serve our growing family of
churches. To help that process we need some information about your local church. In particular we
want to know about your history, mission, training needs and strengths in terms of what you might
bring to the wider life of the Fellowship. 

Stephen Merrick from the Church Life board will be communicating with every church over the next
few weeks with a church audit. Once we receive sufficient responses we will feed back what we are
learning. 

CHURCH AUDIT

https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2021/july/died-joel-edwards-evangelical-association-united-kingdom.html
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In 1991, Julia Doxat-Purser was a young intern
working with an ecumenical agency who found
herself serving drinks in a meeting where the
president of the European Commission, Jacques
Delors – a devout Catholic – entreated church
representatives to help find a soul for Europe.
‘And I mean by that spirituality and meaning’, he
had clarified.

Julia was concerned that while many faiths and
ideologies were active in Brussels lobbying for
their interests, evangelicals were absent. So she
began to pray for ‘evangelicals to turn up’, as she
put it. ‘The next thing was’, she told me, ‘you
turned up’. 

A house swept clean
For in 1991, I with my YWAM Europe leadership
team had met with an EU official in Brussels to
learn about the European Community. I realised
the need for evangelical leaders to hear what we
had just heard: how the rebuilding of post-war
Europe had begun with a riveting story of
Christian forgiveness and reconciliation with key
players Robert Schuman and Konrad Adenauer.
’Why hadn’t we heard that story before?’ I had
asked myself then.

My YWAM Brussels colleague Jan-Piet knew just
the person to help organise a consultation. Julia. 

DOING GOD IN BRUSSELS?

June 12, 2021

Many Christians wonder if God is still welcome
in Brussels. 

After all, wasn’t he banned from the Lisbon
Treaty? Doesn’t the EU promote so-called
‘European values’ counter to Christianity? Isn’t
it true that the EU ‘doesn’t do God’? Shouldn’t
Christians distance themselves from an
‘increasingly secular’ project? What does the
gospel have to do with politics anyway?

Julia, Christel and Arie, three of my heroes who
collectively have worked for the past 28 years in
Brussels, would doubt if retreat ever would be
the right response. God’s good news, they would
argue, brings light into the darkest corners.

As consecutive representatives of the European
Evangelical Alliance, they have been a voice in
Brussels for Europe’s evangelicals, now
numbering 23 million. Which is a lot of people.
More than the whole Dutch population; or half
the population of Spain.

In this month’s Schuman Talk, we talked
together about their work, monitoring decision-
making and political trends in the heart of the
European institutions. 

https://weeklyword.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65605d9dbab0a19355284d8df&id=188e5bddd5&e=6e63c0ede3
https://weeklyword.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65605d9dbab0a19355284d8df&id=f600977c02&e=6e63c0ede3
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migration, poverty, environment and freedom of
religion or belief for all. Christel lobbied strongly
on behalf of the Global Charter of Conscience to
counter the trend of excluding religion from the
public square, a widely-received document which
has opened many doors and opportunities for
Christel to talk with officials about faith.
Working with other Christian and secular
organisations, he helped establish EPRID, the
European Platform on Religious Intolerance and
Discrimination. 

Arie de Pater succeeded Christel in 2017,
immediately plunging into multiple projects
including trafficking and migration. Currently he
is engaged with freedom of religion and belief
issues in Algeria and Turkey, and also with the
appointment of an EU Special Envoy for Freedom
of Religion and Belief. 

Right now Arie is also preparing for World
Refugee Sunday, June 20 or 27, drawing
attention to the 80 million displaced persons
worldwide. Under the theme ‘Embrace’, this
year’s World Refugee Sunday focuses on the
Christian calling to embrace those excluded, just
as Jesus received the excluded. Arie actively
lobbies in the EU corridors for compassionate
policies on behalf of the many who languish in
camps on Europe’s borders. 
Hats off to you Julia, Christel and Arie for ‘doing
God’ in Brussels!

So, in 1992, with her support, about fifty leaders
convened in Brussels at Europa92 to consider
Christian responsibility for the future of
Europe. Sir Fred Catherwood, European
Parliament vice-president and a leading British
evangelical voice, told the gathering that Europe
had been swept clean of fascism and
communism over the previous fifty years. It
would be the responsibility of Christians to
ensure that a spiritual vacuum was not left for
seven worse demons to return. 

In response to this challenge, a socio-political
office in Brussels for the EEA was opened,
staffed by Julia for the following twelve years.
This did not mean the EEA was pro-EU. Its
members embrace a wide spectrum of views. As
Julia puts it, whether you like the EU or not, it is
a political institution that influences all the
member states. She points out that Delors’
initiative to meet with church representatives is
now enshrined as Article 17 of the Lisbon Treaty
(the one that left God out), guaranteeing ‘an
open, transparent and regular dialogue between
the EU institutions and churches, religious
associations, and philosophical and non-
confessional organisations’. 

World Refugee Sunday
Julia: ‘We try to encourage the EU when its
doing good. We encourage them to do more in
some areas, like religious freedom, for example.
Occasionally we seek to try to stop the bad. We
intervened on a mainly good new employment
directive on anti-discrimination in the work
place. But an exception was needed for churches
so that pastors appointed really were believers.
After much lobbying on our behalf, this
exception was made.’ 

In 2006, Christel Ngnambi took over Julia’s task
of encouraging evangelicals as European
citizens to lend their voice to the democratic
discussion in Brussels on many issues: 

https://weeklyword.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65605d9dbab0a19355284d8df&id=663dbc7ef3&e=6e63c0ede3
https://weeklyword.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65605d9dbab0a19355284d8df&id=a3365a761f&e=6e63c0ede3
https://weeklyword.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65605d9dbab0a19355284d8df&id=b1528499e8&e=6e63c0ede3
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DEEPER THOUGHT
Christians have a concern for the whole world and not just for the church. That concern is rooted
deep in scripture in our history and in our passion for mission. We want to see a better world and
not just a bigger church. We are aware that while the church is growing in many part of the world,
the church in the Western world has been on the “backfoot” for around 100 years. 

Change does not come quickly. Most thinkers on this subject suggest that change comes two
movements meet one another. The first is when the intellectual climate changes and that change
“trickles down”. The second is when local churches and activists on the ground make an impact
locally and so begin to create popular movements. That is called the “bubble up” effect. Deep change
is effected when trickle down meets bubble up.  

As local churches we can do most to impact the bubble up effect and there is less that we can do
about the trickle down effect. Therefore it is important to observe what is happening in the
intellectual sphere even if it is not our main area of involvement. The following article points to
some huge changes that are taking place in the world of trickle down. It’s a tough read but we think
you may find it encouraging.

my parents left the Church of Scotland. I was
brought up, essentially, in a Calvinist ethical
framework but with no God. This had its benefits
—I was encouraged to think in a very critical way
about religion and also about science, but I’ve
come to see as a historian that you can’t base a
society on that. Indeed, atheism, particularly in
its militant forms, is really a very dangerous
metaphysical framework for a society.”

“I know I can’t achieve religious faith,” he went
on, “but I do think we should go to church. We
don’t have, I don’t think, an evolved ethical
system. I don’t buy the idea that evolution alone
gets us to be moral. It can modify behaviour, but
there’s just too much evidence that in the raw,
when the constraints of civilisation fall away, we
behave in the most savage way to one another.
I’m a big believer that with the inherited wisdom
of a two-millennia old religion, we’ve got a pretty 

THE TURNING TIDE OF INTELLECTUAL ATHEISM
By Andrew Wilson | Wednesday 30 June 2021

This is a remarkable conversation with the
historian Niall Ferguson on the need for
Christianity, along with some fascinating
reflections on the journeys of other public
intellectuals like Roger Scruton, Douglas
Murray, Tom Holland and Jordan Peterson.
(There are echoes too of Matthew Parris's Times
column on Saturday, in which he argued that
human rights are neither fundamental nor
unalienable without a Christian foundation.) I
was struck by this line in particular: "Viewing
Western civilisation with its Christian soul cut
out, many are now willing to say: 'We need
Christ.' What they are unable, thus far, to say,
is: 'I need Christ.'" Have a look: 
“I was brought up an atheist—I didn’t become
one,” [Ferugson] said. “I regard atheism as the
religious faith I happened to be brought up in. It
is, of course, as much a faith as Christianity or
Islam—and I have the Calvinist brand, because 

https://weeklyword.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65605d9dbab0a19355284d8df&id=188e5bddd5&e=6e63c0ede3
https://thinktheology.co.uk/authors/21
https://mercatornet.com/the-turning-tide-of-intellectual-atheism/72999/


Spectator, he noted that post-Christian society
has three options. The first is to abandon the idea
that all human life is precious. “Another is to
work furiously to nail down an atheist version of
the sanctity of the individual.” And if that doesn’t
work? “Then there is only one other place to go.
Which is back to faith, whether we like it or not.”
On a recent podcast, he was more blunt: “The
sanctity of human life is a Judeo-Christian notion
which might very easily not survive [the
disappearance of] Judeo-Christian civilisation.”

Historian Tom Holland’s magnificent Dominion:
How the Christian Revolution Remade the
World, published in 2019, makes a similar case.
For years, Holland—an agnostic—wrote
compelling histories of the ancient Greeks and
Romans, but he observed that their societies
were rife with casual, socially-accepted cruelty
towards the weak, rape, and sexual abuse
towards the massive slave class as an
unquestioned way of life, and the mass
extermination of enemies as a matter of course.
These peoples and their ethics, Hollands writes,
seemed utterly foreign to him.

It was Christianity, Holland concluded, that
changed all that in a revolution so complete that
even critiques of Christianity must borrow
precepts from Christianity to do so. (Without
Christianity, he writes, “no one would have
gotten woke.”) He defended this thesis brilliantly
in a debate on the subject “Did Christianity give
us our human values?” with atheist philosopher
A.C. Grayling, who seemed actively irritated by
the idea. Not so long ago, unbelievers like the late
Christopher Hitchens claimed that “religion
poisons everything”—a sentiment that appears to
be retreating as we advance further into the post-
Christian era.

Hitchens frequently claimed to be not an atheist,
but an “anti-theist”—he didn’t believe in God,
and he was glad that he did not. It is fascinating 
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good framework to work with.”

For one of the most prominent historians in the
world—himself an agnostic—to say that we
should go to church is rather startling, but
Ferguson’s sentiments also appear to be part of
a growing trend. The late philosopher Sir Roger
Scruton began attending church himself despite
struggling with belief, regularly playing the
organ at All Saints’ in Garsdon. His secular
friends say his faith remained cultural; other
friends were not so sure. What we do know is
that he thought Christianity was in many ways
the soul of Western civilisation, and that the
uniquely Christian concept of forgiveness was
utterly indispensable to its survival.

Scruton’s friend Douglas Murray, the
conservative writer who was raised in the
Church before leaving it as an adult, has
occasionally referred to himself as a “Christian
atheist.” In a recent discussion with theologian
N.T. Wright, he described himself as “an
uncomfortable agnostic who recognises the
virtues and the values the Christian faith has
brought,” and noted that he is actually irritated
by the way the Church of England is fleeing
from its inheritance, “giving up its jewels” such
as “the King James Bible and The Book of
Common Prayer” in exchange for progressive
pieties. “My fear is that the Church is not doing
what so many of us on the outside want it to do,
which is preaching its gospel, asserting its
truths and its claims,” he said. “When one sees it
falling into all the latest tropes one thinks well,
that’s another thing gone, just like absolutely
everything else in the era. I’m a disappointed
non-adherent.”

Murray believes that Christianity is essential
because secularists have been thus far totally
incapable of creating an ethic of equality that
matches the concept that all human beings are
created in the image of God. In a column in The 



need Christ.” What they are unable, thus far, to
say, is: “I need Christ.” But the political must
become personal. Peterson appears to
understand that—and is awestruck by the reality
of it.
For now, historians like Niall Ferguson recognise
that Christianity is a fundamental bulwark of the
fragile civilisation we inhabit. “I think the notion
that we can deal with these arrows of outrageous
fortune without some kind of established and
time-honoured set of consolations is almost
certainly wrong,” he told me. “I’m one of these
people who didn’t come to atheism by choice, and
I’ve almost come out of it on the basis of
historical study. The biggest disasters that we
likely face are actually related to totalitarianism,
because that’s the lesson of the 20th century.
Pandemics killed a lot of people in the 20th
century, but totalitarianism killed more.
“It disturbs me that in so many ways,
totalitarianism is gaining ground today,”
Ferguson said. “Totalitarianism was bad for
many reasons, and one of the manifestations of
its badness was its attack on religion. When I see
totalitarianism gaining ground not only in China
but in subtle ways in our own society, that seems
to be the disaster we really need to ward off. Why
am I a conservative and not just a classical
liberal? Because classical liberalism won’t stop
wokeism and totalitarianism. It’s not strong
enough. Ultimately, we need the inherited ideas
of a civilisation and defences against that
particular form of disaster.”

The survival of Christianity is essential for the
survival of the West. The bad news is that this
realisation comes when the day is far spent. The
Good News is simpler. “Christendom has had a
series of revolutions and in each of them
Christianity has died,” G.K. Chesterton wrote in
The Everlasting Man. “Christianity has died
many times and risen again; for it had a God who
knew the way out of the grave.”

Martin Robinson July 2021
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to see intellectuals come forward with precisely
the opposite sentiment—they do not believe, but
they somehow want to believe. The psychologist
Jordan Peterson, who speaks about Christianity
often, is a good example of this. Discussing the
historicity of the Christian story with Jonathan
Pageau, he said, fighting back tears: “I probably
believe that, but I’m amazed at my own belief
and I don’t understand that.”

He went on: “In some sense, I believe it’s
undeniable. You know, we have narrative sense
of the world. For me that’s been the world of
morality, that’s the world that tells us how to
act. It’s real, we treat it like it’s real. It’s not the
objective world, but the narrative and the
objective world touch. And the ultimate example
of that in principle is supposed to be Christ. But
I don’t know what to do with that – it seems to
me to be oddly plausible. But I still don’t know
what to make of it. Partly because it’s too
terrifying a reality to fully believe. I don’t even
know what would happen to you if you fully
believed it.”

Not so long ago, the atheists who retreated to
their Darwinian towers and bricked themselves
up to fire arrows at the faithful wanted to be
there. Their intellectual silos were a refuge from
faith because they didn’t want Christianity to be
true. They hated it and thought we’d be better
off without it. Like Hitchens, they were thrilled
to find arguments that permitted them to reject
it. Increasingly, some intellectuals from across
the disciplines—history, literature, psychology,
philosophy—are gazing out of what was once a
refuge and wishing that, some how, they could
believe it. They have understood that
Christianity is both indispensable and beautiful,
but their intellectual constraints prevent many
of them from embracing it as true.

Viewing Western civilisation with its Christian
soul cut out, many are now willing to say: “We 


