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EDITORIAL
All across the western
world the church is
undergoing profound
change. Until recently,
the story was largely one
of decline with
widespread predictions
that the church was
going to become extinct
in the UK by the middle
of the 21st century. We
can’t pretend that many
churches are not in
decline but something new is happening in many networks
and streams and that includes FCC. Three themes are
emerging.
First, we are much more inclined to work with existing
congregations to see how they can be renewed rather than
simply allowing them to close. In the next few editions of
Connection we will be sharing more of how renewal is
operating in FCC congregations.
Second, there are many new congregations being planted.
We will be telling some of those stories over the next few
months.
Third, there is a tremendous contribution that has already
arrived from Christians in other parts of the world moving
to Europe. The African church in particular is making a huge
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difference in many of cities. This edition of the Connection newsletter has a significant theme that
highlights the importance of the African church to the UK church in general and to the Fellowship
in particular. The presence of our African brothers and sisters was very welcome and evident at the
recent FCC Connect Conference.
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INTRODUCING 3 OF THE CHURCHES THAT WERE
WELCOMED AT THE FCC CONNECT CONFERENCE
We reported in the November edition of Connection that 11 new churches were welcomed into
FCC. We described 3 of the new churches in last month’s Connection. This month we feature
another 3 congregations.

4. Church of the Living God, 2 Douglas Green, Salford,
Manchester M6 6SF
Church of the Living God began in 2016 with a very particular vision to work amongst people
from Eritrea. At the moment the church reaches out to Eritrean people and worship services
are held in the Tigrigna language. The intention is to become an intercultural church reaching
out to people of all nations. That will mean beginning a worship service in English.
The church is led by Pastor Ftsum who is responsible for the organisational aspects of the
church and Pastor Zerumichael who functions in his evangelistic gifting. Recently Martin
Robinson and Hirpo Kumbi met with leaders from three of the churches in the Manchester
area. Pastor Ftsum is the person on the far right of the picture below, Pastors Wil and Pam
Sithole from Christ Followers International Church are seated on the left.
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5. Church in the Community, Turners Lane, Brierley Hill, West
Midlands, DY8 4QE
This congregation began in 2012 and is led by Andrew Hodson, ably assisted by his wife
Isobel. Their vision is to glorify God by multiplying disciples who are full of joy to reach “the
black country”. Core values are – gospel living, discipleship and community.
Andrew and Isobel are pictured above – not in Brierley Hill but presumably on a welldeserved holiday!

6. Christ Calls Ministries, 101 High Street, Wivenhoe,
Colchester, CO7 9AB
This church began in 2003 in the Colchester area. Their vision is to build an international
network through promoting church growth by planting churches both in the United
Kingdom and abroad, thus fulfilling the great commission (Matthew 28:19). Sponsoring
pastors who are dedicated to working with troubled youth and men and women behind
prison bars who do not have access to church membership. As part of this work they
sponsor associate pastors for the sole purpose of international church planting. The values
of the church can be expressed as
Building individual members to full maturity in Christ (Discipleship)
Emphasising an “every member ministry” based on individual spiritual gifts
Building strong family relationships as the foundation of society (Fellowship)
The following video interview with Pastor Sydney (next page) tells more of their story.
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CREATE CONFERENCE FOR LEADERS 9 – 10 MAY 2022
FCC normally holds a leaders conference every year in the month of May called CREATE. It is a
residential conference. Because of Covid, we were unable to hold the event in 2020 and 2021.
However, we are hoping to be able to hold the CREATE event in 2022, so this is partly a “hold
the date” announcement. Programme details and booking arrangements will follow in January.
This coming year we are moving to a new venue in Northamptonshire – the Kings Centre. The
main lounge is pictured below.
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ALAN ROXBURGH AND
MARTIN ROBINSON DEBATE
SOME OF THE MAJOR
CHANGES IN EUROPEAN
AND NORTH AMERICAN
CHURCH LIFE.
Alan Roxburgh is a leading Canadian thinker and
teacher on mission in the western world.
Originally born in Liverpool, Alan has lived most
of his life in Canada and is a prolific writer on
leadership and church health. He is in huge
demand as a teacher and consultant on church
systems across North America. In the YouTube
conversation below Alan and Martin talk about
some of the recent changes in the church in the
west. Click the thumbnail below to watch it.

INNOVATION IN
BOURNEMOUTH: REACH
OUT BY TEXT
The minister at Bournemouth Church of Christ,
Mike Hallows gives a short account of how he is
reaching out to non-Christians using text
messages. He writes as follows:

“During lockdown when we couldn’t attend church, I
began reaching out to the congregation every Sunday
morning by group text. We did the sermon on the
mount then some of Paul’s letters. I also sent
communion words at a set time so we could take
communion together. To my surprise the Bible study
part became popular with not only the church
membership but also with some of their none believing
relatives.
The format was simple. I would send the Bible passages
we were looking at, then pose some questions to mull
over. Then whoever wanted to share their thoughts
would send what their thoughts were to me, and I
would then pass that on to the rest of the group.
I have always had a passion to reach those the Church
normally doesn’t reach, and this seems to be a good way
to achieve this.
Maybe this might be something you might try? You
never know!”
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THE PHENOMENON OF BLACK CHURCH GROWTH IN BRITAIN
Harvey Kwiyani recently drew my attention to a
remarkable article called Rivers in the desert: the story
of African Christianity in Britain by Sheila AkomiahConteh published in ANVIL Vol 37 Issue 3. It’s a long
article and it’s worth reading the full version available
here. I have selected a few highlights below to offer
you a taste of the full piece.

Sherwood highlighted that the Redeemed Christian
Church of God (RCCG), a West African-originated
denomination, is now thought to be the fastest
growing church in Britain, with over 700 branches
nationwide. In the same report, British church
statistician Dr Peter Brierley also observed that RCCG
has now overtaken longer-established Pentecostal
churches in the UK such as the Assemblies of God and
“The prospects for the church in Britain have been
Elim.
defined by an enduring narrative of decline for many In the Scottish region, new research shows that 79 per
cent of the new ethnic minority churches founded in
decades but something new is happening. The
the city of Glasgow in 2000–16 were African
presence and influence of old and established
Churches.15 Modern-day discussions of mission and
institutions is undoubtedly waning, but many new
Christianity in the UK will therefore be incomplete,
and innovative groups are emerging. New forms of
unbalanced and even misleading without the mention,
Christian growth are occurring all over the country
amid the general climate of decline. These pockets of inclusion and acknowledgement of the growing
presence, prominence and contribution of new
growth are like ways in the wilderness and rivers in
churches, and Black Majority Churches in particular,
the desert. One of the most significant contributors
to the contemporary historiography of British
to these pockets of church growth in contemporary
Britain is immigration, with a consequent rise of new Christianity.
churches, especially those from ethnic minority
Re-sacralising sacred places
backgrounds.
The physicality of churches and chapels play a powerful
role in popular perceptions of religion in Britain. As
One of the most recent regional investigations into
the phenomenon of new churches was undertaken in such, empty churches are frequently cited by critics
Scotland in 2019. Here, it was discovered that 65 per and the media as evidence of large-scale religious
decline in the United Kingdom. The conversion of
cent of all new churches planted in the city of
places of worship into places of secular use such as
Glasgow in the years 2000–16 were ethnic minority
houses, offices and entertainment venues is now a
or BME churches. BMCs are currently some of the
common occurrence in Britain, but some new churches
fastest growing churches in Britain. They also have
are reversing this trend. One of the most significant
some of the biggest congregations in many urban
but rarely known contributions of Black Majority
centres in the UK. For instance, the 2012 London
Churches to Britain’s Christian heritage is the
church census reported a 16 per cent increase in
acquisition of historic and closed or out-of-use church
church attendance in the city since the last count in
buildings. Because they are newcomers, one of the
2005. This growth was mainly attributed to the
proliferation of new BMCs in the capital. BMCs were challenges frequently faced by new churches in Britain
is obtaining suitable places for worship. Many resort to
responsible for 28 per cent of overall church
attendance in London, and nearly half (48 per cent) of renting public spaces or sharing church buildings with
other existing congregations. Increasingly, however,
all church attendance in inner London. Overall, it is
many BMCs in particular are procuring spaces for
estimated that one in five (19 per cent) Black
themselves on the Christian landscape by buying
Londoners go to church every week.
church buildings from dwindling, historic
congregations. Although creating their own worship
Another detailed study in the London borough of
space is the foremost motivation, another key reason
Southwark found that at least 240 new BMC
for this is to prevent historic church buildings from
congregations had been founded in the borough. In
being lost or sold for secular uses.
her report in The Guardian in 2016, Harriet
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THOUGHT PIECES FROM JEFF FOUNTAIN & JENNY SINCLAIR
Love Matters in Public Life
by Jeff Fountain
Imagine a world without love: where might is
right, money trumps justice, indifference
cancels out compassion, and cruelty offers
entertainment; a world shaped by the
realpolitik of Machiavelli or the nihilism of
Nietzsche.
Some leading intellectuals fear we are headed
towards such a world as the memory of
Christian values fades. Public figures including
Niall Ferguson, Roger Scruton, Douglas
Murray, Jordan Peterson and Tom Holland –
not practising Christians – have in recent years
expressed their fears about the kind of society
to which secularism is leading.

were rooted in the concept of agapè, even when
the dynamics of these institutions contradicted
this value.
Govert explains that the word agapè had been
created by the translators of the Septuagint when
they could find no equivalent Greek word for a
Hebrew concept that had been rooted in story,
the story of God’s covenantal faithfulness, of
consistently choosing the best for the other.

Agapè-revolution

In the New Testament this concept was
expressed in the frequent use of the phrase ‘one
another’. This word became the central concept
of the New Testament, which stated even that
‘God is agapè’. And this agapé had been fleshed
out in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. God
had made a concrete choice for people, had
Historian Ferguson has come to see ‘that you
embraced suffering, had opened a new future for
can’t base a society on atheism… (which)
particularly in its militant forms, is really a very humankind and had set individuals back on their
feet. Echoes of this love were found in many
dangerous metaphysical framework for a
cultures, clarified Buijs, but was fundamental to
society’. The biggest disasters that we likely
the Christian tradition.
faced were actually related to totalitarianism,
he has said, because that was the lesson of the
Govert suggests Europe’s current crises of
20th century. Pandemics killed a lot of people
economy, climate-change and pandemic could
in the 2oth century, but totalitarianism killed
awaken us to embrace a new agapè-revolution,
more.’
with an economics of cooperation instead of
competition, and communities truly seeking the
Mercy works
common good for all.
Dutch professor Govert Buijs, himself a
believer, has been making the same point for
A new formation, for a new era
well over a decade. The Christian concept of
agapè love, he says, has played a central,
by Jenny Sinclair
formative role in Western culture, not only in
The pandemic has brought our troubles into
the private sphere, but equally in the public
sharp focus, but they are not new. We are in the
domain. Love, he argues, has been a source of middle of a very deep spiritual malaise, driven by
inspiration and social renewal as European
forces which have been corroding our civic life
civilisation developed. Implicitly or explicitly, for over forty years, with deeper roots going back
our expectations of today’s social institutes
at least two centuries.
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These forces were unleashed by an
individualistic, hyper-liberal philosophy that
has had catastrophic effects on our
institutional and social relationships and our
sense of belonging. The family, community and
place have all been undermined. The most
devastating impact has been on the economy,
leading to the degradation of parts of our
country.
It’s what we call the era of ‘contract’. It has
been hostile to human beings – and now it’s
unravelling. We are on the cusp of a very big
change. The church needs to respond. And here
is what all my conversations and encounters
tell me about the right response. Our country
needs a church that is:
a gateway to the Holy Spirit
and which understands and takes its place
in society.
But my experience has shown me that the
church is nowhere near what it could and
should be, because the formation of so many
Christians is deeply flawed. Too many of us
have not had the experience of the Holy
Spirit
are unaware of the extent of the profound
changes underway
are unaware that our formation has not
equipped us for this moment.

Something much deeper is needed. The gifts are
present in the churches, but they are
fragmented.
The pernicious individualism of the modern
world has infected the church. The experience of
most Christians is still in the consumerist model
– of going to church, getting something and
going home again. All too often, the Christian
life is not taking place within a fellowship of
mutual love and support.
To develop relational power, we need to become
a relational church. That requires reframing our
conception of ‘church’ as more than a local
institution, more than a place of worship. It is to
conceive of church as a group of faithful people
committed to a place.
We need to become communities of place, to be
outward facing, living in loving friendship with
others in the neighbourhood, with a
commitment to civic friendship – especially in
places that have been abandoned, both
economically and spiritually.

We need to move from ‘contract’ to ‘covenant’.
Relationship with place is central to this new
formation. To be with our neighbours, we must
be at home together. But the truth of church
decline is that it has fallen out of relationship
with large parts of the population. It is no longer
Of course, church leaders recognise that there the object of affection, it doesn’t speak people’s
is a problem. But many do not know what to do language, and often it appears embarrassed
about God.
about it. The trajectory of decline in parts of
the church is driving them to throw the kitchen
sink at the latest project, perhaps evangelism, Along with a relationship with place, a
recognition of people must be part of the new
maybe social action. The result is that many
Christians, including leaders, are overwhelmed formation. This means the church must be able
not just to give, but to receive. We’re not on
and exhausted by the latest programme or
safari – this is not missionary work at arm’s
outreach initiative.
PAGE 10

length. The new formation means evangelisation
needs to be holistic – less proselytising and
providing, and more engaging the whole of our
lives: being real with our neighbours, being
honest and vulnerable.
Christians are called to be their embodied selves
acting in the world, to be the embodiment of love
in a desecrated world. The covenantal promise of
a local church and its leaders requires
accompanying people and staying for the long
term. It means walking with neighbours in
shared grief and in the trauma and the struggle
of everyday life.
I am convinced that the Holy Spirit is at work in
the church, bringing energy and new things. To
make room for the Spirit to make things new,
the formation of church leadership must include
the skill of letting go of old things. We need to
understand how to be undertaker as well as
midwife. To learn that, we need to be attentive to
the Spirit. This receptivity has been missing
from the formation of large parts of the church.

relationship with people? It really is that simple.
Get out more, walk the parish, meet with
neighbours on a regular basis. Get to know each
other. Receive as well as give.
The new discipleship formation needs to draw on
the gifts of the whole people of God. To
accompany people as they are called in their daily
lives. To recognise their gifts and skills that God
wants to bring into His mission, to bring people
into the reality of His great creative
participation.
that they may all be one…. that the world may believe
that you have sent me. (John 17:21)
© Jenny Sinclair, founding director of Together for
the Common Good.
This article is adapted from a talk given at Learning to
be Missionary Disciples, a Churches Together England
conference, on 17 November 2021.

In the new formation, we should always be
asking the question: “Lord what are you asking of
us?”
So the new formation needs to cultivate leaders
with generous hearts, people who can become
attuned to new energy and to nurture it. If we do
this, new vocations will emerge. What it does not
need is more glamorous or ‘professionalised’
leadership. It does not need more leaders,
ordained or non-ordained, who are concerned
with career, management and administration. It
needs a ministry devoted to accompaniment,
loving, listening, and staying.
The Holy Spirit is disrupting the church. How
much is the church missing while it is not in

As 2021 draws to a close, the FCC leadership
team wish you all a very blessed Christmas and
New Year. We look forward to working with you
in 2022. Until next time . . .
Lynda and Martin Robinson on behalf of the
FCC leadership team.
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