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THE RIDDINGS STORY

Last September the Riddings Church of Christ said IN THIS ISSUE

farewell to their minister who had served them for a

¢ The Riddings Story

number of years. The absence of a minister combined with ;
e Growth in the

other issues produced a crisis for the church and it was

decided to halt worship services. The church had a small Pandemic: an

membership and at that time they believed that the church opportunity, not an

might need to close. obstacle

o Exponential - A

The church was begun in 1852 and so this year would be Vision for Church
the 150th anniversary. The leaders of FCC were contacted Planting

and following a number of conversations we agreed e Churches joining
together to provide some short-term help while a longer- FCC

term ministry could be arranged. e CREATE Conference
2022

e Connect Conference

On Sunday 13th February the Riddings Church of Christ
held their first worship service since last September. PAGE 1



An encouraging number of people attended from the area. Rob Halcrow, a worship leader from
Rowheath Pavilion Church helped us with worship. Martin Robinson preached and led the
worship and Mark and Andrea Michael from New International Mission attended with a view to
identifying longer-term ministry.

Even more encouraging, one of the Riddings members has been active in fundraising and
facilitating the resumption of community groups using the building. More than £10,000 has

been raised in the last few weeks, including some funds to improve the facilities inside the
building and to begin a church pantry. We are encouraged to see a church with a long heritage
renewed and refreshed.

GROWTH IN THE PANDEMIC:
AN OPPORTUNITY, NOT AN OBSTACLE
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Craig Bennett has been on a remarkable journey. As he comments in the video above, he grew
up in something of a dysfunctional family in the city of Leicester. (Not too far from the Central
Avenue Christian Church). As a result, he began dealing drugs at the age of 12 and, not
surprisingly, was eventually excluded from school at the age of 15. From there it was a difficult
life of drug dealing, drug taking, homelessness and prison.

After one prison term Craig had a remarkable meeting with Jesus as a result of reading a comic
strip version of the life of Christ. From there he found a church and eventually attended a
Christian drug rehabilitation centre in South Wales.

Craig met his wife, Emma, and moved to the West Midlands. Craig and Emma felt called to
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BpCzQuRxkQOJEzhuKlWcsP_m8Sri2tBH/view?usp=sharing
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begin a church in the shopping area of Dudley. They started a Christian book shop and coffee
bar which included space for a church to meet. They began to meet before the pandemic and
then, when lockdown started, they were unable to meet in their premises.

Rather than seeing this as an obstacle, they decided to meet for worship in the street outside the
shop. Remarkably, the church began to grow, mainly with new converts. Over the period of the
pandemic, the church has doubled in size and now they are too many to meet in the building, so
they have continued to meet in the street!

In recent months they have begun to pioneer two more churches, one in Great Bridge and a
second in Wednesbury. Craig was recently interviewed by Martin Robinson and tells his story in
the video below.

EXPONENTIAL - A VISION FOR CHURCH PLANTING

| R
“ - i : -'::.
Around 60 church leaders and planters gathered on Saturday 12 Feb 2022 in Birmingham for
the Exponential Conference. Hosted by Engage West Midlands, we heard a mix of stories and

speakers from across Europe alongside local leaders from Birmingham and the Black Country.
A central challenge came from @ivind Augland from Norway.

We understand the Great Commission — to GO... or ‘as we are going’... make disciples.
We have perhaps rediscovered the Great Commandment - to LOVE - both God and our
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neighbours — the holistic nature of the gospel to transform both the social and spiritual aspects
of our cities and neighbourhoods. But we are only just beginning to rediscover what might be
termed the ‘Great Collaboration’ — to go and to love TOGETHER - from Jesus’ prayer in John 17
‘that we be one’.

Sharing some principles from their book ‘Together - Equip to Multiply’ @ivind taught on different

levels of cooperation. He pointed out that we can ‘compete’, ‘co-exist’, ‘communicate, ‘co-
operate’ or ‘collaborate’ together.

Each of these stages has associated habits, barriers to overcome, steps for growth, the need for
an aspect of Gospel power, and some helpful practices for moving forwards.

Barrier to

Step for
growth

Gospel
power
needed

Helpful

overcome practice

Compete Mistrusting Pride Confession Humility Start praying
one-another together

Co-exist lgnoring Tribalism Connect Unity Drink coffee
one-another together &

connect

Communicate | Know about Passiveness | Create Intentionality | Seek to bless
one-another Opportunities

Co-operate Helping Self-Interest | Convinced Generosity Read a book
one-another ‘What's in it | that we need

for me?’ to work
together
(John 17)

Collaborate Really joining No barriers | Commit to Sacrifice Continue to
well with one continuity & connect
another. relationship
a network, for the
asking how we benefit of the
can multiply city/town.
churches
together.

We then gathered around tables in groups, discussing what level people felt they were on.
e What level are you on?
e What steps forward can you take? — to see multiplication happen across your town, city,
region?

Jonathan Bell, a local Birmingham church leader and planter, shared honestly about his own
journey from ‘Competition to Compassion’; from ‘Judgement to Generosity’; and from ‘Pride to
Humility.’
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Greg Ellis, 20 years a missionary and church planter in a challenging country, now based in
Stourbridge, reflected powerfully on how ‘Two are better than one,” and how they have sought to
work together with others in disciple-making, and the importance of Culture v Climate for a
team to work well.

CHURCHES JOINING FCC

At the Connect Conference in November, eleven churches were welcomed into the Fellowship.
We have shared details of nine of these churches in the November, December and January
editions of Connections. The remaining two churches are listed below.

Word of Hope Bible Church, The Venture Centre, Manchester,
M11 2AD

The church is led by Pastor Godspower | ## ' : . o
Obamwonyi. Y|

 Vision: To take the gospel of Christ v

to the whole world. To introduce FROBEAT HITS

Jesus to people, to proclaim God’s m:‘m

Kingdom as the HOPE of the world, Ws e s
0 SHAT [ GO0

to build people’s FAITH and to

serve others with LOVE. Word of

Hope Bible Church is a multi-

cultural church seeking to serve the
needs of those they encounter who
are in need

e The church began in 2009.

The Gate of Heaven Evangelical Church, Old Kent Road,
London SE15UB

The church is led by Eyasu and Betty Hirigo
e Vision: To raise a generation of true believers that
is transformed by the Gospel. To raise a generation
that is righteous and makes an impact on others.
To raise a generation who will be a cause of
blessing and salvation for others.
e The church began in 2020.




CREATE CONFERENCE 2022
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A MOVEMENT OF THE FEOPLE OF GO

CREATE CONFERENCE

2022

REFLECT, RECEIVE, REVIVE

MONDAY 8TH MAY 12.C0

DATES | T UESDAY 10TH MAY 18,00

KINGS PARK CENTRE,

VENUE | NORTHAMPTON NN3 BLL

Nigel Langford - Keynote Speaker
Director of Domestic Mission, Bible Society
Nigel is a church planter and leader.

Registrations for day visitors and full board:
www.fccereate.eventbrite.co.uk

For further information contact:

lynda.robinson@the-foc.org

Planning is beginning! Tickets are available by
logging onto the Eventbrite site shown in the

flyer or click here. We have not been able to hold

the event for the last two years because of Covid
and are confident that the event will work this

year. We have chosen a more suitable conference

centre with better accommodation. The location
is more central which will make access easier for
most of our churches. We are excited that Nigel
Langford can be with us again as the main

contributor. His ministry was hugely appreciated

at the last event. Other speakers will be added,
and of course, we will keep you briefed. In the

meantime, please book your tickets and we hope

that you can make attending the conference a
priority.

CONNECT
CONFERENCE (AGM)
SATURDAY JULY 16TH

2022 VIA ZOOM

FCC normally holds an annual
delegates meeting which we call the
Connect Conference. Last year that
was complicated by the pandemic. As
a result, we held the Connect
Conference in two parts. One was on
Zoom and the other part was held “in
person” at Rowheath Pavilion. The
advantage of the Zoom event was
that more churches participated and
there was less travel. The benefit of
the “live” event was the worship
together, the face-to-face encounter
and the ability to give a great
welcome to churches that were
joining FCC for the first time.

This year we are going to hold the

largest part of the formal business
on-line again, using a Zoom
conference format. This will allow
greater participation. However, we
do want people to be able to meet for
worship and fellowship so there will
be a larger event, open to all which
we will call Celebrate. More
information to follow on this in due
course.

Until March.
Every blessing

Martin and Lynda Robinson
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