
FCC CONNECTION
The official newsletter of 

The Fellowship of Churches of Christ

17 June 2022

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

 Vol 3 No 3

Reading the Times in
Which We Live
What Is the State of
Faith  in the UK? (The
Talking Jesus Report)
FCC: Coming of Age
Video
Travelling in
Queensland
The Gentle Spirit of
Loving-Kindness

PAGE 1

READING THE TIMES 
IN WHICH WE LIVE

There is increasing evidence that we are living in a
“changed era”. That partly means that many things
are in flux, they are fluid – changing and changeable.
For many that discovery is disturbing. For
Christians, it should be exciting as well as
challenging. Attitudes to faith are certainly
changing. There is a good deal of evidence to suggest
that people are much more positive in their attitude
towards Christianity, Jesus and the church than we
have sometimes supposed. That is especially true
amongst younger adults.

Two recent pieces of research, one from the Bible
Society and one from the Evangelical Alliance offer 



evidence of this shift. Over the next few months, we will feature elements from these
findings. This month, we focus on the introduction to The Talking Jesus Report,
produced by the Evangelical Alliance (see below).

The recent CREATE conference held in early May also reminded us that the FCC is
changing, especially because of our rapid growth. In a video included in this edition of
the newsletter, you will see some of our leaders reflecting on the changes they have
witnessed.

Jenny Sinclair of the organisation Together for the Common Good, comments on some
changes that are taking place in society and how we might respond to those changes with
a spirit of lovingkindness.  

John Bond, a key leader from our churches in Australia writes about discerning the times
– understanding what God might be calling us to enter into – the difference between the
time that we record on our clocks and the times of opportunity in which we are living.
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Religion

Christian

%

48%

Muslim 4%

Jewish 1%

WHAT IS THE STATE OF FAITH IN THE UK? 
THE TALKING JESUS REPORT:

What People in the UK Think of Jesus, Christians and Evangelism

Hindu 1%

Sikh less than 1%

Buddhist 1%

Agnostic 4%

Atheist 12%

Other 1%

None of the above 26%

Prefer not to say 2%

In 2015 we published the England-only statistics,
but we had UK data and as this 2022 report is UK-
wide we are now comparing it with the UK data
from 2015.

The first question that we asked was about the
religious affiliation of the population. We
discovered that 48% of the population choose to
describe themselves as Christians. This is down
from 58% in 2015.

The Christian faith is chosen by many more
people in the older age brackets – 60% of those
aged 55-64, going up to 63% of those 65+, whereas
it is 29% of those aged 18-24. This is a significant 

Reading the Times in Which We Live



drop in the number of people choosing to affiliate themselves with the Christian faith. As
the church, it is important to know all we can about those we are trying to reach. If 48% of
the population associate themselves with the Christian faith, what about the other 52%? 

26% of the respondents didn’t affiliate with any of the main religions or define themselves
as either an atheist or agnostic. They are the next largest group after the Christians, they
are the ‘none’ group. This group has grown in number significantly since 2015 when they
were only 11% of the UK population. 

The age break 18-24 has the highest percentage of those choosing ‘none’, 27%; also the
highest percentage of atheists 20% and of Muslims 14%. In comparison only 4% of the
whole population describe themselves as Muslims; they tend to be younger and centred in
London with 12% of Londoners being Muslim. Our 18-24-year-old Christians have a more
challenging environment to practise their faith in than any other age group.

PAGE 3

FCC: COMING OF AGE VIDEO
In this video, leaders reflect on the changes that we have been witnessing amongst our

churches, from our re-launch in 1980 to the present time.
 

Click here to watch or click on the thumbnail below.

What Is the State of Faith in the UK? The Talking Jesus Report

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10TUcIr0nkbyzq5qngcpwnKM4_6n_v-8F/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10TUcIr0nkbyzq5qngcpwnKM4_6n_v-8F/view?usp=sharing


Jenny Sinclair leads an organisation called Together for the Common Good. She has recently given
a key talk at a conference held at Lincoln Cathedral. Here she reflects on ways in which ordinary
Christians and local churches can make a difference in the places where we live.

“The Queen's Platinum Jubilee has reminded us of the best of human qualities. Warmth,
affection, kindness, gentleness, gratitude, and selflessness seem especially resonant. But
there is a sense of brief respite about these days of happy celebration: there is unease
below the surface. We are so moved by those qualities because we sense they have been
eroded and we long for them. The pressures of inflation and rising costs of living add
further pressure to an already precarious situation. But our societies are suffering from a
deep spiritual malaise: there is a need for both civic and spiritual renewal.
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TRAVELLING IN QUEENSLAND
Lynda and Martin Robinson have been visiting family and friends in Australia during late May and
early June. While in Brisbane Martin met with Pat Hegarty who has led a remarkable period of
growth in a Church of Christ based in Brisbane – the Kenmore Church of Christ. In this brief video,
Pat tells their story. (Click here to watch the video or click the thumbnail below.)

THE GENTLE SPIRIT OF LOVING-KINDNESS

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PeD7gguAvZIOGHIHQNM5Qu4IcKvwaCCu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PeD7gguAvZIOGHIHQNM5Qu4IcKvwaCCu/view?usp=sharing
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An individualistic philosophy over at least
four decades has damaged our life
together. It has led to degeneration, and
in parts of our country, to the
abandonment of whole communities. Not
only here: this is true of all countries that
adopted this philosophy. This
individualism is unravelling our societies.
The symptoms are clear: breakdowns in
trust, political polarisation, social
fragmentation, rises in loneliness and
crises in mental health. The evidence is
more visible in some places than others,
but it is everywhere. A philosophy which
denies the transcendent dimension of the
human person ends up with a false
anthropology. And a society based on this
misguided conception is inhospitable to
the human being. It becomes a machine.
It is also unsustainable, which is why it is
unravelling.

Building common good is the antidote,
and churches can help. But civic renewal
is not sustained without spiritual
renewal. Spiritual renewal requires a
theology of the Holy Spirit that is
grounded in place and shaped around the
truth of what it means to be a human
person, made in the image of God. On
earth, as in heaven.

When Jesus meets Nicodemus, He says
that to leave behind past habits, we need
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. He says
you can't understand what the Kingdom of
God is, unless you are born of the Spirit. 

Jesus says "I have spoken to you of earthly
things and you do not believe; how then will you
believe if I speak of heavenly things?" (John
3:12). The reality is that there are two
realms, the heavenly and the earthly.

Pentecost saw the apostles experiencing
the outpouring of the Spirit. Today, we
need to know which worldview we are
operating from. Because sometimes we in
the churches forget who we are. We end
up operating from within an earthly
paradigm, using managerial, technocratic
approaches, thinking we can sort it all out
on our own. We can't. The in-dwelling of
the Spirit in us must come before any
plans or projects. This means a constant
posture of listening - to the Holy Spirit,
and to one another, discerning where God
is calling us.”

The Gentle Spirit of Loving-Kindness
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John Bond, who has been the leader of a large
Church of Christ in Perth, and now trains church
planters in many nations, especially in East Asia,
has written this word of encouragement for church
leaders.

“John, is that you? We are waiting!” It was an
anxious Groom because I hadn’t arrived at a
wedding!! It only happened once I can assure
you! Julie, my wife has made sure of that!
The reason I missed the start of this wedding
was that I could not tell the time. I had
forgotten to look at my diary and
synchronise my day with the events I was
committed to!

My simple thesis for this encouragement is
that one of the important characteristics of
effective leaders is that they can tell the time.
Down through the years, causes have been
won or lost because leaders could or could
not tell the time! But I am not talking about
time as we in the western world usually refer
to time. The Greeks have two words for time.

The first is chronos, from which we derive the
word ‘chronological’. It refers to measured,
quantitative time and we use it when we talk
about being on time or wasting time or
spending time. The word chronos is
mentioned 53 times in the New Testament.

Prior to the second world war, the British
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain coined
the chronos phrase rather foolishly – PEACE
IN OUR TIME. Ultimately, it would be seen
that he was not a person who was good at
telling the time.

The second Greek word for time is the one I
want to focus on, and it is kairos, which in
some ways we don’t really have an English
equivalent. It can be translated as ‘season’,
‘an opportune time’, ‘a critical time’, ‘a
defining moment’, ‘an open door in time’.
The word kairos is mentioned 86 times in the
New Testament.

Chronos is quantitative time, kairos is
qualitative time. Chronos measures minutes
and seconds; kairos measures special, unique
and often unrepeatable moments in time.

One of the most important characteristics of
leaders is that they can tell the kairos time.
For within a good leader’s makeup is a
leadership gifting that has an intuitive ability
to make the right decisions based on kairos
moments.

Rod in his article shared the outstanding
story and example from the thirteenth
century which came from a critical moment 

TELLING THE TIME
by John Bond
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in church history that resulted in devastating
consequences. Kubla Khan, the great
Mongolian leader, ruled the largest empire
the world had ever seen. It extended from the
Pacific Ocean in the east to Poland in the
west, to Russia in the north and to India in
the south. Mongol warriors were so fierce and
determined that they even conquered China
in spite of its great wall.

In 1266, the great explorer and adventurer
Marco Polo met with Kubla Khan in his capital
city. This fierce warrior’s heart was deeply
touched by the news of Jesus Christ’s death
for the world. So, he sent Marco Polo back to
Europe with this request to the leaders of
Christianity, “Send me one hundred men
skilled in your religion…and so I shall be
baptised and then all my barons and great
men, and then my subjects. And there shall be
more Christians here than in your parts.”

In this kairos moment, the Christian church
had been provided with an opportunity to
reap an extraordinary harvest that was
possibly unprecedented. However, sadly,
history records that after some years only two
missionaries came forward who were willing
to endure the hardships necessary to take the
Christian message to the great Mongolian
empire. But even they turned back after
travelling halfway to their destiny. They left
behind what some would say was the greatest
missed opportunity in the history of the
church.

That part of the church in the thirteenth
century could not tell the time and Kubla
Khan turned to Tibetan Buddhists and invited
them to spread their religion throughout his 

Regarding his birth, we read, “When the
time (kairos) had fully come, God sent his
Son.” (Galatians 4:4)
Regarding his death, we read, “At just the
right time (kairos) when we were still
powerless Christ died for the ungodly.”
(Romans 5:6)
Regarding his second coming we read,
“Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know
when that time (kairos) will come.” (Mark
13:33)

empire. At one point, more than half the men
in the nation were Buddhist monks.

So, let me ask you, have you learned to tell the
kairos time, the time that helps you take
advantage of the opportunities and defining
moments that the Lord may send your way,
even when they may come at inconvenient,
unexpected and unplanned moments in time?

This is why I encourage our leaders to have
regular prayer retreats to determine and hear
from the Lord – what are our kairos
moments? What plans do you want us to
make, Lord? He was constantly on prayer
retreat and so sensitive to the kairos moments
during His earthly ministry. Look at the
example and greatest model for us of living on
kairos – Jesus.

It is important to note that it is not the
convenience of the moment but the
opportunity that is birthed in the moment
that makes it a defining moment, and then
the willingness to pay the price to get
involved. People can define kairos, but it is
only the leader that can identify and respond
to the kairos moments. 

Telling the Time



Perhaps the challenging and sobering words of
Jesus to the people of His day can equally be a
challenge to us. He said to the crowd: “When
you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately
you say, ‘It’s going to rain’ and it does. And
when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going
to be hot’ and it is. Hypocrites! You know how
to interpret the appearance of the earth and the
sky. How is it that you don’t know how to
interpret this present time?” Luke 12:54-56

They couldn’t tell the time and they paid a great
price for it. What do you think Jesus might say
to you and me today? I know that I have missed
a couple of great kairos moments, and I've got
to say - I don't want to miss any more! How
about you?

May we be Church Planters, Christian Leaders,
Ministers, and Christ-followers who know how
to interpret the time and respond to the Kairos
moments!

Until the next time,

Lynda and Martin Robinson
On behalf of FCC. 
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usually come at unexpected,
unprecedented and even inconvenient
moments in time.
must be taken when the window of
opportunity opens or they may be lost,
perhaps forever.
often reveals leaders who are of little
reputation to that point in time, but
leaders who have been prepared through
years of smaller personal kairos moments.
require leaders who understand the times,
know what to do, and are willing to pay
the necessary price.
require leaders who recognise that what
brought us here will not necessarily get us
to where we need to go.
require leaders with perspective who see
things that others don’t see.
require leaders who have first learned to
lead themselves which qualifies them to
lead others."

If ever there was a time, it is today that
leaders with a kairos discerning cutting edge
are needed. People who will “take the current
while it serves”. 

Rod in his article went on to say: "The greatest
king in the Old Testament, King David,
understood the need for kairos leaders.
Amongst his mighty men were the men of
Issachar who understood the times and knew
what to do (a great definition of kairos
leadership). I strongly believe that through
this global pandemic season we live in a
moment of history that is pregnant with
kairos moments which require kairos leaders
to be raised up who understand the kairos
times and know what to do?

In summary, what we can say is that kairos
moments:

Telling the Time


