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CONNECT CONFERENCE 
(5TH NOVEMBER 2022)

Approximately 180 people from 18 churches
attended the annual Connect Conference in
November this year. It was a remarkable gathering
during which we welcomed in 6 new churches,
recognised 6 churches that have been part of FCC
for some time, but have never been formally
acknowledged, and ordained 11 ministers.  

The conference was held at our Corby congregation
– Living Faith Temple. The congregation gave us a
wonderful welcome and provided for our lunch
needs in a marvellous way. The choir from Living  



Faith opened our worship time and other contributions came from Rhema Faith
Ministries and from Rowheath Pavilion. Dr Leonard Lupiya presented an inspirational
message and Dr Rachel Jordan-Wolf presented research on key findings about the
church, faith, and the attitudes of the wider population to Christianity.

This is an exciting season of growth for FCC. Most of those who were ordained are
already serving in growing congregations around the country but had never been formally
ordained. All these ordination candidates participated in an ordination course, either in
person or by accessing the study materials online.

The activity of the conference meant that we were unable to produce an October
Connection newsletter, so this newsletter covers the two months of October and
November. 

We are very grateful to Sarah Grice who has produced a short video (see below) which
gives a flavour of the event.
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Connect Conference

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RSo6mG7MH8EjNa72JQBM6qlP1SGGyioy/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RSo6mG7MH8EjNa72JQBM6qlP1SGGyioy/view?usp=share_link


Why Does
Multicultural
Ministry Matter?

A recent statistic from the UK
government suggested that around 10%
of the UK population were not born in
the UK and that this development has
dramatically increased in the last
decade. More importantly, the arrival
of so many people from other lands is
not spread evenly across the country
but is concentrated in our major cities.
So, for example, the figure for Leicester
is that 41% of their population was not
born in the UK. For Birmingham the
figure is 26.7%. These are significant
figures, especially since it is our cities
who act as the cultural drivers for
change in the broader cultural life of
our society.
 
Other research suggests that 50% of
those who arrive from other lands self-
identify as Christians before they come
to the UK. Many of those who arrive
and who do not identify as Christians
are often open to the gospel. Of course,

we would love to welcome Christians
arriving in our neighbourhood into our
existing churches and that does happen.
However, for a variety of reasons, that is
not always the most effective way of
meeting the needs of Christians from
other lands.

In particular, the shock of arriving in a
new culture often means that people
seek the comfort and encouragement of
others from their own culture. That can
also mean worshipping God in the heart
language they know best – not
necessarily in English. That has meant
the growth of many congregations in
the UK which are mono-cultural, or
culturally specific and which can meet
the needs of particular people groups.
The hope is that such mono-cultural
church plants represent a phase which
can help people to transition to the
wider culture, but that transitional
phase may last for a generation or more.
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New Member of the National Council
FCC has a structure where the annual
conference (Connect) appoints people
to a National Council. The National
Council is responsible for the overall
direction and strategy of FCC. To
implement and coordinate that agreed
strategy, we have a Strategic Board
which is accountable to the National
Council. Denise indicated on her
application: "I am the Administrator for
our church. I am responsible for organising
meetings, conferences, designing flyers and
more. I believe that my role in the church
will be helpful when serving on the
National Council." We welcome her to
the National Council.
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 dominated by any single culture, but
which forms its own unique inter-
cultural expression. That is most likely
to occur amongst the second and third
generation children of those who arrive
in the UK. Inter-cultural churches have
not yet emerged on a large scale, but it
may represent the future for church life
in many of our major cities.
 
The Baptist Union in London is running
a major conference on multicultural
church on 12 January which may
interest some people. There is a link
which gives more information here.

Equally, there are many congregations
that have been able to develop
ministries to particular cultural and
language groups that results in a
number of ministries that have a semi-
separate life within a larger church. To
achieve this kind of multicultural
framework requires grace, wisdom and
patience and does not always succeed.
 
The hope is that eventually we can
move beyond mono-cultural and
multicultural solutions to a form of
inter-cultural church that is not

https://shoutout.wix.com/so/17OIU-MMX/c?w=3g9QqgV17LrXMiP7SZxjkV1FVzAHjgO85kuwXd9vGbg.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmFwdGlzdC5vcmcudWsvQXJ0aWNsZXMvNjQwODQ4L1N1Y2Nlc3NmdWxseV9CdWlsZGluZ19NdWx0aS5hc3B4P3JlZGlyZWN0ZWQ9MSIsInIiOiJjZDI4N2MxNC00NjQ4LTRkMTMtYTJkOS04NmZkMzNhYTZkNWYiLCJtIjoibWFpbCIsImMiOiJiNDI2MTFmYS05ODMyLTQzZWEtYjhjOS0wNDQwYWRmN2E0NGQifQ


In this edition of the newsletter you will
see a video interview (above) with
Pastor Roy who is working with the
Hong Kong migrants to the UK. He and
his family moved alongside many
others in an exodus from Hong Kong to
the UK, because of the Chinese
Government's imposition of new
‘national security’ laws.
 
He is planting churches and seeking to
reach out to local communities of
Cantonese speakers, as well as beyond
his own culture. 

Engage West Midlands caught up with
him in Birmingham to hear his story of
church planting and to better
understand the challenges the HK
community are facing.
 
He is not alone! Engage West Midlands
have also helped to facilitate the arrival
of another couple of workers from Hong
Kong, KK and Kay Chan, who will be
based at Rowheath Pavilion Church,
reaching out to Chinese people both
from Hong Kong and from mainland
China. Their photograph is above.
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https://www.engageuk.org.uk/post/church-planting-and-the-hong-kong-community
https://www.engageuk.org.uk/post/church-planting-and-the-hong-kong-community


New Church planted on the
Mountainous Slopes of
Benguet, Philippines

John Bond is an Australian minister
who has worked as a church planter in
Perth, Australia for most of his
ministry. John has grown some sizable
churches during his ministry and then
came retirement. John has spent his
retirement working to train national
leaders in many East Asian countries
from Indonesia through to Thailand,
Vietnam and the Philippines. In his
recent newsletter he gives us a flavour
of what that church planting activity
looks like on the ground.

On the 6th March, the Midcity-Lumes
Christian Church was born. The
Church started with a vision from God
to a couple who visited the picturesque
rural Lumes, in September 2021.

They started with home visitations and
reaching out to the community. On the
6th March 2022, they celebrated their
first adult Sunday service under the
canopy of a large mango tree. 

The children's service was held under a
nearby santol tree. Since then, 

attendance has been steadily increasing
as the members embraced evangelism
and relational discipleship. 

This last September, God touched the
heart of one of the lot owners and
allowed them to build a temporary
worship hall. While construction is still
going on, they meet under the fruit-
bearing trees.

One memorable story is that of a mother
who was labelled by her neighbours as "a
headache in the community". In her
own testimony, she shared how she has
been cruel and unkind to those around
her. Her son, who has been attending
the Church invited his mother and after
2 months, she finally came. God
touched her heart, and she responded
by accepting Christ as her Lord and
Saviour. She and her son joined 24
others in a mass baptism held on May
30, 2022. Today, she is active in the
Church and her transformation is
evidenced by the way she has invited
other members of her family and
neighbourhood.
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The World Church Is
Changing Fast!

Dr. Gina Zurlo (Co-Director of the Center for the Study of Global Christianity)
has produced an 11-minute video outlining with wonderful charts and graphs
some key shifts in global Christianity over the past 150 years. It is truly
stunning to see how the church has grown and changed around the world,
particularly over the last 50 years. Some of the fruit of those changes have
already come to our shores in the UK and much more will come in future
days. You can access the video by clicking on the link below.
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https://youtu.be/oH0GTZL2rMU
https://youtu.be/oH0GTZL2rMU


Safeguarding
Many churches ask us about safeguarding policies and procedures. This is a
complex issue, not least because legislation changes on a regular basis. Clearly, all
churches need to have clear and effective safeguarding practices and culture in
place. 

Most FCC ministers already have an up-to-date enhanced DBS check and all
churches should have a safeguarding policy and named person in their church.
 
Thirtyone:eight is the main Christian organisation that helps churches to make
certain they are keeping abreast of all legal requirements. They are having a time of
celebration during November and are offering the opportunity for churches to
register and celebrate this month the importance of safeguarding.

Details and information can be found here:
https://thirtyoneeight.org/get-involved/safeguarding-sunday/

PAGE 8

The National Estates Churches
Network Conference 2023

The NECN conference will be in London on 2nd February 2023 for those whose
missional focus and engagement is working on the numerous estates across the
UK. Booking is open for our London Conference on 2nd Feb - The Kingdom on
Estates - Sowing the mustard seeds. Please join us to talk about different ways of
doing church in changing times.
https://estatechurches.org/2022/10/london-conference-2023/Benefact Trust

Until next time

Martin and Lynda Robinson on behalf of FCC

https://thirtyoneeight.org/get-involved/safeguarding-sunday/
https://estatechurches.org/2022/10/london-conference-2023/Benefact%20Trust

