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JESUS CHRIST THE HOPE 
OF THE WORLD

Sometimes, it is easy to forget that many of the
things that we most cherish in Britain are relatively
new innovations. The National Health Service –
offering health care at the point of need free of
charge was a revolution which was only introduced
after the second world war. Other social reforms
relating to pensions, unemployment benefits,
housing provisions, free education to the age of 18,
and the opportunity to attend further and higher
education all came about because of extensive
reforms following the victory of the Labour Party in
1945.

Blessings for 
the new year 



Most have forgotten how those reforms were first devised. Under the leadership of the
then Archbishop of Canterbury, Archbishop Temple, discussions were held to imagine
what a just nation might look like using core Christian principles. Temple was in a
dialogue with leading thinkers and politicians, and the concept of the welfare state,
offering a safety net from cradle to grave, was the result. 

This took the form of the Beveridge Report of 1942 which identified ‘five giants on the
road to post-war reconstruction’ – Want, Disease, Ignorance, Squalor, and Idleness.
The giant of “want” was tackled by attempting to eradicate poverty through social
welfare, “disease” by the creation of the national health service, “ignorance” by
improved and free education, “squalor” by providing good quality housing and slum
clearance and “idleness” by attempting to introduce full employment for all who could
work. This was an amazing vision, yet strangely there was no mention of the spiritual
needs of people. This was an entirely material view of an improved world. Quite
possibly, Temple and other Christian leaders felt that the Church could meet the
spiritual needs of the nation if the State met its physical needs. 

Writing in a longer piece on the “left behind” towns in Britain, Madeleine Bunting
notes: “Beveridge’s interpretation of poverty was strictly material, but in the 21st century, the
relevance and importance of another form of poverty has become starkly apparent. Blackpool and
Morecambe are just two of the dozens of seaside resorts struggling with what are known as the
‘diseases of despair’.”

That fascinating phrase, “the diseases of despair” is a reality that those of us who
minister to the deeply unchurched encounter very frequently. Often it is related to
physical poverty, but not always. There is a deep existential search for identity,
purpose and meaning that transcends wealth, education and social standing.

The great potential for the church in these times is to address the diseases of despair.
Jesus Christ, the hope of the world, is our offering to a needy world in this New Year
and indeed in every New Year.
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Churches Joining FCC

At our recent Connect Conference in
November, we welcomed five new
churches into membership and
recognised six churches that are part of
the Rhema framework. (There was a
typo in the November/December
newsletter that indicated we welcomed
six churches.) In this edition of the
newsletter, we are profiling two of
those churches, and in the next edition,
we will profile the remaining three
churches.

1. Oasis Church, Ilford, London
Nearly 20 years ago, the members of
the Ilford Church of Christ decided that
they could no longer continue and so
gifted the building to FCC. The
leadership of FCC began a process of
rebuilding a congregation in that place.
That has taken several directions. One
has been to rent the building to
community organisations. That has
resulted in a second direction which is
to create some income which has
allowed us to employ Max Bauhom,
who, together with his wife Vicki, is
engaged in creating a new church plant
in the building. A third initiative was to 

rent to a Tamil congregation that
worshipped in the Tamil language. Over
time, the young people in that
congregation started a congregation
that worships in English. The use of
English has allowed them to invite
friends who do not necessarily speak
Tamil. The resulting congregation has
emerged as a new congregation – Oasis
Church that meets on a Sunday evening
in the Ilford building.

Last summer, this new congregation
ordained Ramesh Kamalendran as their
pastor. Martin Robinson participated in
the ordination and suggested that this
new congregation be affiliated with FCC
in their own right. 

“The vision of the church is to connect
Oasis to the world, reaching and
winning lost souls for the Kingdom of
God, for Oasis to be a tool in the
Kingdom, to serve as a vessel that will
help usher in a culture of heaven here on
Earth. We want to be a people of prayer,
a people of God, representatives, and
ambassadors of heaven.” 
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Our Core Values: The love, grace
and sovereignty of God in creating,
sustaining, ruling, redeeming and
judging the world.

Our Vision: To know Jesus Christ
and to make him known where He
is Unknown. Philippians 3:10-11;
Romans 15:20. Love God, Love
People, Make Disciples. 
Our Mission: Preaching the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, bringing glory to
God by the power of the Holy
Spirit. Romans 10:14; Matthew 5:16.
Connecting Jesus to people and one
another. 

“The mission is to connect to God, to
connect to each other (grow as a family)
and connect to the world and to our
local community. To serve God, to
serve each other and to serve our
community.”

2. Wonderful Gospel Ministries,
Hockley Birmingham
This congregation had its initial start as
a house fellowship with three families
in Malvern Worcestershire in 2016. Its
main activities during the early days
were weekly prayers, Bible study and
summer outreaches. Earlier in 2022,
the church moved its centre of activity
to the Hockley area of Birmingham.
Today, the church is a welcoming
international fellowship, drawing
people from many different parts of the
world. It is led by Bishop Melody
Adekunle and her son Alex. They
describe their vision, mission and
values as follows:
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Bishop Melody Adekunle

Alex Adekunle

Churches Joining FCC



Making Sense of the
Census

Much to the delight of the secular
media, the headlines from the 2021
census proclaimed the simple fact that
the number of people who self-describe
themselves as Christian has fallen to
less than half the population of England
and Wales. The percentage is 46.2%, as
compared with 59.3% in the census of
2011. “Christian” remained the largest
common response. The second most
common response was “no religion” at
37.2% as compared with 25.2% in 2011.
The next largest religion was Islam with
6.5% of the population describing
themselves as Muslim as compared
with 4.9% in 2011.

What are we to make of these bald
facts?

First, we need to understand them in
the light of other research which
focuses on the life and health of the
worshipping community of Christians
as compared with those who are
nominal Christians or just Christians as
an expression of culture. The number
of those who are practising is around 

6% of the population. That number has
fallen over the last few decades, but it
has been much more stable in recent
years.

In other words, while some churches are
continuing to decline, and some
denominations are in fairly steep
decline, some churches and some
denominations are growing. Overall,
the shape of the Christian church is
changing. It is becoming more
Evangelical, Pentecostal or Charismatic
in flavour and composition (EPC).  

The Roman Catholic Church is in much
more serious decline, and because of its
size (previously around a third of the
Christian population), it has a
disproportionately large impact on the
overall figures, especially amongst those
who are Christians by heritage rather
than active faith. The reasons for the
recent and sudden decline of the
Catholic Church in the UK are complex,
and there is not enough space to discuss
them in this short article.
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Most have a very positive view of Jesus.
54% believe that Jesus was a real
historical person, as compared with
22% who thought he was a mythical or
fictitious figure. Even more
interestingly, a high percentage have a
positive view of Christians that they
know, using descriptors such as caring,
friendly, hopeful, good-humoured and
generous. One in three non-Christians,
after a conversation with a Christian,
want to know more about Jesus Christ.

In short, while the number of nominal
Christians is declining, and will
probably continue to decline for some
years to come, we have many reasons to
expect that the believing church can
and will grow in the coming decade.

Second, non-religious does not mean
‘atheist.’ In fact, the census reports that
only 14,000 people specifically
described their religion as ‘atheist.’
There may be others who chose the
designation of “no religion” who might
also be atheists, but the evidence
suggests that this is not a large
number. Curiously, many who are in
the “no religion” category, believe in
God, or in some spiritual reality or
power, but they are not part of any
organised religion.  

Third, there is obviously an opportunity
for the church to grow amongst those
who presently have no religion but who
believe in something and are searching
for a framework of faith. 20% of the
population describes Jesus as God in
human form. 

Making Sense of the Census

Save the Date | CREATE Leaders
Conference (May 8th-9th)

Every year, FCC runs a 24-hour residential leaders conference which
represents an opportunity for leaders to be equipped and to share vision with
each other. This year’s event will be particularly significant because we will
have key leaders present from FCC-related churches and missions in Australia
and the USA. We would love you to be present. Booking details will be
available at the end of January. In the meantime, please note the date.
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Multiply: Estates Mission

Working class estates represent one of the least evangelised people groups in
the UK. There is a real need to develop new skills to imagine church, mission
and evangelism in this setting. Multiply: Estates Mission is a conference run by
the Church of England and open to all for practitioners with a deep love for
estates mission and for those who are new to the call but hungry to get going.
It’s set to be a time to hear stories of all we are witnessing God do on estates
across the nation and to receive practical tools and wisdom for starting this
work in your community. The conference takes place on Tuesday 28 March
2023 at St Barnabas Church, North London, Multiply: Estates Mission is for
everyone - we’d love for you to bring your team.
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https://multiply2020.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=208214d272e6bd377e425664a&id=0de5e97b8f&e=edd9682125

