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Create Conference Special
Every year for the past several years, we have
held a 24-hour residential leaders conference
called Create.This year, around 80 leaders
participated from Scotland, England and
Northern Ireland. We had speakers from the
UK and the USA. The event was titled
“Empowered Together.” Apart from the
inspirational speakers, and the value of
worshipping and praying together, the
primary opportunity is to build a strong sense
of belonging to one another – to be
empowered together!

https://weeklyword.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65605d9dbab0a19355284d8df&id=f821f07952&e=6e63c0ede3
https://weeklyword.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=65605d9dbab0a19355284d8df&id=f821f07952&e=6e63c0ede3


The welcome team ensured that people received
a warm welcome as they arrived, and

participants also greeted one another. 
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Lawrence Kizito meets with Josh Boutros from the Nottingham area. 
Lawrence is the FCC National Secretary, and Josh and his family, who are from our Australian

Churches of Christ, have served for a year with the FCC Selston, Kimberley, and Riddings
congregations.



Martin Robinson, the FCC Emeritus National Moderator, greets Gail Burns, who has
served the church in Kirby-in-Furness (near the Lake District) for several decades. This was

Gail’s first visit to Create, and at the close, she commented, 
"This was a conference I didn’t want to leave!"
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Apart from greeting friends old and new, what actually happens at Create? We had a number of
inspiring speakers. Here, Gary Bolton, who is supported by New International, tells of his

remarkable vision for church planting in Ireland. He has already planted a significant church in
Lisburn (near Belfast), right on the dividing line between Catholic and Protestant housing areas.

He has now passed the leadership of that congregation to someone else to enable him to plant both
in Northern Ireland and in the Republic of Ireland.



Create Conference

This Create Conference was also a moment to mark the passing of responsibility for
leadership from Rev. Dr. Martin Robinson to Rev. Dr. Hirpo Kumbi. Tony Sands, Hirpo,

and the FCC International Moderator, Mont Mitchell, prayed for Martin as part of the
passing of the baton.
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And, of course, we also prayed for Rev. Dr. Hirpo as he accepts the role of National
Moderator.
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Tony Sands, Chair of the FCC Strategic Board, welcomes another of our speakers, Todd
Morr from the USA, who gave practical training in the area of evangelism leading to

discipleship.



The advantage of a residential event is that there is an opportunity to eat together. 
New friendships are made, and old friendships renewed around the table.
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Meeting in smaller discussion groups was also important.
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For the first time, participants also met in regional groupings – London, 
West Midlands, East Midlands, the North of England, and Scotland.

Some groups were “rapid reaction” groups, others contained longer discussions. 
Smaller groups and larger groups…



We also found time to pray together…
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Some resources were available…



And there were many lighter moments. Sally Seadon, pictured here, did an excellent job of
hosting the event. She kept us on track in a gentle way. Her husband, Jon, also in the

picture, was part of the music team.
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Conferences only work because some people operate behind the scenes. 
Sarah Grice worked hard to record some of the event. 

Her work will be available in a few weeks' time.
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Final farewells…

As always, we ended the conference by sharing communion together.
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Final farewells…
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1. Spiritual Practices

At the Create Conference, the new National Moderator, Dr. Hirpo Kumbi,
presented his core priorities to lead us in our new season of growth. Read

below…

Not only systemising but also
listening to God’s voice. Fasting
and Prayers!
Individually, leaders at regional
gatherings and the Strategic
Board always for reflection and
prayers.

2. One FCC
A minor restructure to tighten
up the organisation.

3. Strengthening
Regions

Follow up on churches to check
their health.

4. FCC Seminary
Programmes:

Level 7 Diploma in Missional
Leadership
Level 4 Diploma in Christian
Ministry

Intentional development and
empowerment of leaders from the
FCC family!

5. Church Planting &
Replanting

UK Workers – recruitment and
training
International Missionaries

6. Maximizing
Financial Resources
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In the autumn of 2024, we will be
launching our new FCC seminary. We
will begin with courses at Level 4
Diploma in Christian Ministry, which is
the level experienced in the first year of
a BA. We will also offer a course at
Level 7 Diploma in Missional
Leadership, which is the level
experienced in a Master’s course. These
two courses offer certificates awarded
by the Awards for Training and Higher
Education United Kingdom (ATHE).
More details will be available soon. For
the moment, the course outlines are
indicated below. The goal is to offer a
practical and affordable route to
mobilise workers for the mission field
in the UK.

Level 4 Diploma in Christian Ministry
This course is intended for those who
are beginning to enter leadership of
some kind or who would like to develop
their faith. There are ten major topics.
These can be accessed either as a series
of Saturdays or as evening sessions
over a longer period. Topics include:

Bible Overview and Inductive Study
Methods

1.

Biblical Interpretation2.
The Leader’s Character3.
Planting Churches and Missional
Communities

4.

Gifts-Based Ministry Teams5.
Ministry Practice6.
Leading Small Groups7.
Preaching in Practice8.
Evangelism and Mission9.
Christian Counselling10.

Level 7 Diploma in Missional
Leadership
The Diploma is intended for those who
have been in some form of leadership
for a while and who wish to develop
their skills and knowledge. The course
consists of 24 topics that would typically
require 24 days of study – for example,
24 Saturdays. The course includes:

Understanding Our Present Culture
Self-awareness (Who Am I?)
The Key Elements of Mentoring

Being Mentored
Mentoring Others

Building Effective Teams
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At the last Connect Conference in November
2023, we welcomed St John’s Community
Church, Burslem, as an FCC member
church. They have made a great deal of
progress recently. Part of that progress is
their amazing story of community
engagement. One of their key leaders, Revd
Lydia Palmer, tells their story below.

When it seemed like the whole country
was shutting down due to the COVID
outbreak and all our church and
community activities at St. John’s
Community Church, Burslem, ceased,
the Lord began to stir within our
fellowship something we would never
have envisaged.

We had always kept a small cupboard
with some non-perishable items in, just
in case anyone asked us for help. During
the pandemic, we started to receive
phone calls from agencies and our local
football club, Port Vale, asking if we
could help distribute food into the
community for the most vulnerable.
With just a couple of volunteers, this
grew into a fully functioning foodbank.

Due to all the local shops and council
tips being closed, people began to drop
clothing off at the church. Soon, we
were inundated with clothing. A local
councillor gave us some funding to buy
storage boxes, and we began to run a
clothes bank alongside the food bank. 
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Rehoboth Community Project
St. John’s Community Church Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent



For 17 weeks of the first lockdown, we
met and worshipped outside in the
churchyard, which was a precious time.

One day, after copious amounts of
clothing donations, I found myself
enquiring of the Lord what to do with it
all. Churches were beginning to open
up for regular worship again, but our
church was full of boxes of clothes. 

The Lord gave us two words:
“Distribution Centre”. Not knowing
what this meant, the fellowship began
to pray over these words. The Lord gave
a picture of a building with doors at
either end; goods were coming in at one
end and being sorted by people with
clipboards and placed on racking, and
goods were going out in vehicles at the
other end. We continued to pray.

We were given a generous donation of
£5k by a lady who heard what we were
doing. We knew that we needed to find
somewhere to store all the clothing,
and we began to prayer walk around
our town, Burslem. This is when the
vision began to open up. While prayer
walking around the town, the Lord led
us to some shops that used to be the old
CO-OP Emporium. It had been split
into three units and adjoined a large
community square. We enquired about
the rents, but the cheapest and smallest
of the shops was £9k and the largest 

was £18k per annum. The landlord was
not prepared to negotiate. In the
meantime, on a prayer walk, we were
led to an old three-storey building close
by the church, which was being used as
a gym, and we felt drawn to go in and
enquire if they had a space to rent. After
asking if there was any suitable space to
store clothes, the owner showed me into
a ground-floor area. This space was the
exact location of the vision I had of a
distribution centre. It was astounding,
and the owner was rather freaked out
when I told him God had shown me this
place in a vision. He wanted £8k for the
annual rent, but when I told him what
we needed it for and that we were from
the church, he allowed us to rent it for
the £5k that we had. The Rehoboth
Community Project was born. We had a
van donated to us, so that we are able to
collect donated items and distribute
them to those in need.

We were now able to help many more
families, vulnerable people, and the
homeless. The project grew in size and
strength, not just catering for our own
community but for communities across
Stoke-on-Trent. We connect with
Stoke-on-Trent City Council
safeguarding teams, social workers, the
police, charities that support women
escaping domestic violence, schools,
and other local agencies, who contact us
daily to make referrals for clothing, 
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furniture, beds, and all manner of
household items for the people they are
supporting.

In 2022, a local historic pub caught fire.
It was a huge inferno that covered a
wide area. The flames travelled to the
back of the shops, which we had been
praying over in Burslem for some time.
The landlord was not local to Stoke-on-
Trent, hadn’t realised the social issues
we were facing in the town, and when
he heard that the fire in the pub had
been caused by a cannabis grower and
the fire had come so very close to his
building, he contacted us and asked if
we could take on his shops on a
peppercorn lease. 

In May 2022, we formed the Rehoboth
Well CIC and established the Rehoboth
Emporium, starting with the largest of
the units, which became a pre-loved
clothing shop. We had so many
donations that we filled the shop in no
time. The second shop was opened in
June 2022, which became a pre-loved
furniture shop that also stocked
household items. Hot on its heels was
the next unit, which we called the Hub.
This became the base where we upcycle
donated furniture and also use the
space as a meeting place. We hold a
weekly Bible study prayer group. 

People are able to come in off the street
and join us as we take part in a basic
Bible study and prayer. The group very
often has local homeless people attend,
and we can help to support them not
only practically but spiritually, with
prayer and introducing them to Jesus.
We now call this space “The Well”. We
use the outside space at the shop for
outreach and host the “Extreme Tour”,
where bands come from America and
this country to tour the UK sharing the
gospel through music. This is a
Christian project through and through,
and we use the shops to share the
gospel.

God is doing amazing things through
the Rehoboth Community Project. He
astounds us daily. It certainly is not
down to our human planning but His
leading.
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In the very near future our nation will be
voting in a general election. Jeff Fountain
reflects below on how Christians might be
involved in politics and public life. He is
commenting particularly from the context of
the Netherlands but we might profit from his
observations. Vote wisely and vote
prayerfully!

Wanted: saints in suits. In Brussels. In
every European capital. In cities

everywhere. 

“The saints of the future will be saints
dressed in suits.” These are the words
written by Henri Eschbach to his 25-
year-old friend Robert Schuman on
hearing that the young lawyer had 

decided to give up his promising legal
career and enter a monastery.

When Schuman’s mother was killed by
an out of control horse-and-carriage, he
felt his life turned upside down. In
sorrow and grief, he wrote to his best
friend Henri Eschbach telling him of his
decision to consecrate his life to God
and become a monk.

Eschbach questioned Schuman’s plan.
He urged him that society needed ‘lay
apostles’, and wrote: “I cannot imagine a
better apostle than you.” He told his
friend that he would be better able to do
good as a layman, adding that society
needed ‘saints in suits’.
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This advice was a turning point for
Schuman who would spend the rest of
his life in a suit, first as a lawyer and
then as a politician. As the French
Foreign Minister, Schuman initiated
the process of European integration,
proposing the European Coal and Steel
Community, which over time has led to
the European Union – including the
European Parliament.

The very existence of the European
Parliament for which we are now
electing members is itself due to
Schuman’s own choice to be a saint in a
suit.

Dirty Business
What did Eschbach mean by ‘saints in
suits’? He meant that believers should
take their place in the public square, in
those professions where practioners
wore suits rather than cassocks and
robes.

Politics has sometimes been considered
a dirty business, out of bounds for
Christians. Many think that young
people serious about consecrating their
lives in service to God should therefore
consider entering ‘the ministry’, if not
the monastery. Escapism from the
wicked world rather than engagement
with God’s created order too often is
the message young people perceive.

Opportunities for training to enter ‘the
ministry’ are plenty. Seminaries and
theological colleges are ubiquitous. But
where can a young person sensing a call
to serve God in politics, diplomacy or
international relations be equipped with
a theological understanding of these
fields, about which the Bible has much
to say? Opportunities are few and far
between. Public theology and political
theology are neglected fields in
Christian education. That in itself sends
a message that public service is inferior
to church ministry.

Yet all politics begins with our beliefs
about God, humanity and society. While
church and state can rightly be
separated as divinely-ordained distinct
spheres, faith and politics can never be
estranged. Our politics, whatever our
religious convictions, is faith-based.
What we believe to be the nature of
humanity, the root of the human
problem and the remedy to right the
wrongs in society shapes our politics.

As we go to the voting booths this week
to decide who will represent us in the
European Parliament (as with any other
election for that matter), we need to
vote for candidates who understand
both the calling and responsibility of
Christians to be light, salt and leaven in
society ; candidates who understand the 
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need to promote a genuine pluralism in
which the Christian minority is
included as part of the population; who
realise that their task is to seek the
common good of all, not to impose a
theocracy or revive a modern
Constantinianism.

Candidates with answers
We need candidates with clear answers
to the questions, Who are we? – what
does being human mean? Where are
we? – how do we as humans fit into the
big scheme of things as caretakers?
What’s wrong with the world? – why is
life so often dysfunctional?

We need candidates who recognise the
idolatrous nature of the ‘saviours’ our
political ideologies propose for the root
problems of society – like statism,
capitalism, individualism, militarism,
conservatism or nationalism.

We need candidates who grasp that
freedom in Europe and elsewhere
comes not from pursuing self-interest
and personal happiness, looking after
our own sort and keeping ‘the other’ at
bay, or pursuing success in careers and
financial gain; but rather from seeking
to love our Creator in the first place and
secondly our neighbour – even when
he/she is our enemy!

We need candidates who realise that
freedom under God means seeking to
become the persons we were created to
be, not seeking freedom from God to act
autonomously and just do what we
want.

We need candidates who understand
that responsible promotion of family as
the cornerstone of society is necessary
for a sustainable future with a birth rate
that rejuvenates our ageing society.

In short, Europe needs saints in suits.
Vote wisely!
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Save the Date: 
Connect Conference

(FCC AGM) 
9 November 2024


